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California Chafee Grant 
Program 

Overview 
• Program available for youth “aging out” 

of foster care or emancipated from 
foster care  

• Up to $5,000 per academic year 
available 

• Federal and State funds authorized to 
the California Department of Social 
Services (CDSS) 

• California Student Aid Commission 
(CSAC) administers the program  
 



Basic Eligibility 
Requirements 

• Current or former foster youth under 
court dependency: 

–  Anytime between their 16th and 18th 
birthday 

• New applicants on July 1 of the 
award year must be: 

– At least 16 
– Not over 22 

• Paid Chafee students can be 
renewed through their 23rd birthday 



• Must demonstrate financial need  
– Certified by the school 
– Award based on Unmet need 

 

• FAFSA and Need Analysis Report  
• Funds available up to the Cost of Education 

but 
• not to exceed $5000 

 

• California foster youth can use Chafee 
funds at colleges outside of California. 
 

• Out-of-state residents who attend 
college in California are also eligible for 
Chafee. 

Basic Eligibility (continued) 



Basic Eligibility (continued) 

• Students are not required to: 
 

– Have a Social Security Number (SSN) 
 

– Meet Selective Service requirements 
 

– Be clear of loan default or grant overaward 
 

– Meet Ability to Benefit (ATB) requirements  
 

– Be a CA resident or go to a CA school 



           Basic Eligibility (continued) 
• College or vocational school 

– Participates in Federal Pell Grant 
Program 

– Program length of at least one 
academic year 

– Minimum half-time enrollment 
– Maintain Satisfactory Academic 

Progress (SAP) 
 

• Must demonstrate financial need 



Students without an SSN 

• FAFSA cannot be processed by 
federal processor 

• School must collect paper 
FAFSA and perform hand 
calculation of EFC 

• School will use EFC to calculate 
student’s need 

• CSAC will assign CSAC ID 
 



Priority Selection 
Criteria 

• Selection criteria for new 2010-11 
Chafee Grant awards are awarded 
as follows: 
– Priority 1: Renewal students who have 

received a payment in a prior year 
– Priority 2: New students who are aging 

out of the program  
– Priority 3: New students with dependents  
– Priority 4: New students who had an 

unmet need of $5,000 or higher  
– All priorities are ranked in order of 

application submission date  



Application Components  

1. Student completes the Chafee 
Grant Program Application 
 

2. Student files a FAFSA 
 

3. CDSS confirms court dependent 
foster youth  eligibility 

 
 



Chafee Application 
Completion 

• As application steps are completed: 
– WebGrants (school access)  

• Chafee Application Status Screen 
• Chafee Download Reports - Status 

Roster by School  
– Application status (student access)  

• Interactive Voice Response (IVR) 
• WebGrants for Students – Application 

Status Screen 
 

https:/mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov 



https://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov 



https://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov 



Chafee Application 
Completion 

• After the initial application steps: 
– Access Status Roster by School report on 

Report Download screen in WebGrants 
 

• School can view students application 
status in WebGrants 
– status complete with a green check 
– Incomplete or missing information will be 

displayed in red with a blank box 
 



Chafee Grant and 
WebGrants 

• Select Chafee Grant from the 
“Home” Menu 

• View Chafee Application Status 
• Report Financial Need  
• Select Data Transfer and Report 

Download 
– Status Roster by School 
– Need Analysis report 

https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov 



https://webgrants.csac.ca.gov 
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Chafee Status Roster by School 



Chafee Status Roster by School 
 

 



Determining Financial 
Need 

• Financial Needs Analysis Report 
(NAR) available 
– WebGrants – Chafee Financial Need 

Screen 
– Out-of-State schools use paper NAR  

 
• School reports on NAR 

– Eligible payment terms  
– Total Cost of Attendance 
– Expected awards 
– Unmet need 
– Expected graduation date 
– School contact information 
 



Cost of Attendance 

Unmet Need Formula for  
Chafee Grant Recipients 

Expected Family Contribution 

Financial Need 

*Other financial aid may contain Pell Grant, SEOG, Cal Grant, 
Scholarships, loans or work-study as confirmed by college.  

Unmet Need   
Other Financial Aid* 
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Chafee Need Analysis Roster 



Disbursement Information 

• Check is sent to the school 
– Payable to the student, or 
– Co-payable to the student and school 

• School certifies student eligibility 
– Enrollment status 
– Satisfactory Academic Progress 
– Financial eligibility 



Disbursement Information 

• Schools can disburse checks 
retroactively for terms of 
eligibility. 

• Schools required to return 
checks due to ineligibility within 
10 business days 

• Checks have one year 
expiration dates. 



Returning Funds 

• All Chafee returned funds are 
used to award additional 
students 

• Return checks if 
– Student no longer eligible or 
– student cannot be located 

• Return funds to CSAC no later 
than 10 business days from 
receipt of check 



Awarding and 
Disbursement 

• School completes NAR: 
– Award based on Unmet need 
– up to the Cost of Education, not to 

exceed $5000 
• Chafee Claim Report is generated 

on weekly for schools to view 
– Award date displays the initial award 

processing date 
– Payment date displays the check 

issuance date 
 



What if the student is already 
fully packaged? 

• Schools can submit need for fully 
packaged students with the 
understanding that other non-grant 
aid may be reduced. 

• Loans or work-study may be 
reduced to allow Chafee eligibility. 

• Need based Scholarships and 
Grants should not be reduced if 
possible. 
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Can Chafee be Renewed? 

• Paid Chafee students can be 
renewed through their 23rd 
birthday. 

• To renew: 
– Complete a FAFSA  
– Chafee Update and Change Form 
– Colleges submit 2010-11 NAR 



2010-2011 Age Cutoff for eligibility 
 

*New and *Non-Paid renewals 
Born before 07/01/88 

*Students who have not received a 
Chafee payment. 

**Paid Renewals 
Born before 07/01/87 

**Students who have received a 
Chafee payment. 



• Call (888) 294-0153 
• Fax (916) 464-7977 
• specialized@csac.ca.gov 
• 8:00 to 4:55 Monday - Friday. 

 
• Chafee Grant program 

information and publications: 
– www.chafee.csac.ca.gov 
– https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov 
– www.csac.ca.gov 

 

Chafee Questions? 

mailto:specialized@csac.ca.gov
http://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov/
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/
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